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bis plan, he himself did not carry it out He did not wait for the flanking columns to get into position. He lost them altogether j lost his communications with them, and when he attacked directly himselfi his opinions changed at the wrong moment and led to rthe sacrifice of two officers, Birch and Fitzgerald, who were directed to make an assault upon a strong position which it was never intended should be taken. The operations at All Masiid were simply a burlesque of scientific warfare.
When we look to the border war we find the same singular lack of military skill. The tribes cannot apparently be brought to action. Yet with a highly disciplined force, well in hand, there ought to be no difficulty in outmanoeuvring such hasty, impetuous mobs as form the Afridi and Shinwari levies. After a generation of border fighting we have no border tactics, we are simply capable of marching up the hill and then marching down again. A serious loss inflicted in the field, followed up by a price levied, not in money, but in arms, would effectually repress any tribe. Of what use, are military demonstrations in which the hill-men follow our retiring columns right up to their starting points ? Those who would understand why the generals have made so poor a show should read General Upton's criticism of the sham fights of the 14th and 15th January, 1876, before Delhi. If either General Roberts or General Browne had been opposed to real soldiers, we might have, summed up their exploits in the pithy words of General Upton describing the results of the sham fight. " The Generals, as has frequently occurred in all wars> took not only the easiest, but the shortest route to inevitable defeat/'
A campaign of reconnoisances has, however, had this advantage. Henceforth the impenetrability of the Suleimans must be a myth. It has been proved that the mountains can be pierced in almost every direction. Our knowledge of the hill territory has been very substantially increased. It is known that a pass leads from the Peiwar Kothal to J ellababad, that another leads from Khost to Gbuzneen, that there are many routes from the Indus to Kandahar* This is a substantial gain, but after all it is but a poor compau-aatioa for missing Cabul and having to fight a second campaign,